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Message from the President

As the President of the Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists (SLCA), the
island’s sole professional body for archaeology established through a
Parliamentary Act (Incorporated Act, 1992), | am truly delighted to
extend this congratulatory message to the recipients of the Honorary
Membership and Awards of Appreciation at the 31° Annual General
Meeting of the SLCA in 2025.

This year’s three awards hold special significance. For the first time in its
history, after extensive deliberations, the SLCA has resolved to confer
Honorary Membership upon a non-native archaeologist who has made
significant contributions to the advancement of archaeology in Sri Lanka.
Dr. Mats Gunnar Mogren, in collaboration with the Postgraduate
Institute of Archaeology (PGIAR), played a pivotal role in establishing
Settlement Archaeology and mentoring a new generation of
archaeologists on the island. In recognition of his invaluable
contributions, the SLCA deems this honour most appropriate.

Similarly, in another historic first, the SLCA is presenting two Awards of
Appreciation (e®gaoen w®®) to two of its esteemed members who
have retired from service after making significant contributions to
archaeology in Sri Lanka. A dedicated SLCA sub-committee, following
thorough deliberations, recommended two distinguished
archaeologists, whose nominations were unanimously accepted by the
Council.

Archaeologist Chitra Dambadeniarachchi, who served for 33 years in
various capacities at the Central Cultural Fund, retired last year as the
Assistant Director of Publications. A Fellow of the SLCA, Mrs.
Dambadeniarachchi has also held key positions within the SLCA Council,



including Vice President, and has actively contributed to advancing the
field of archaeology.

Mr. Namal Koddithuwakku, a member of the SLCA, served in multiple
roles, including Assistant Director of Museums, Survey, and Excavations,
before retiring in 2023 as the Deputy Director of Epigraphy and
Numismatics at the Department of Archaeology. His contributions to
these fields are highly commendable.

The SLCA firmly believes that all these nominees are truly deserving of
these honours. On behalf of the SLCA, | extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the recipients of these prestigious awards. These
accolades align with the objectives of the Sri Lanka Council of
Archaeologists, which is dedicated to the “advancement of the study and
practice of archaeology and related disciplines, the organization and
regulation of archaeological education, and the protection and
promotion of the status and interests of the archaeological profession.”

Wijerathne Bohingamuwa, DPhil (Oxon), MPhil (Cantab.), FCCS
President, Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists
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Citation for Dr Mats Gunnar Mogren

Conferral of Honorary Membership of the Sri Lanka Council
of Archaeologists

Prelude

Dr Mats Mogren is a highly esteemed Swedish archaeologist
specializing in Historical and Mediaeval Archaeology. His
contributions to the field are both profound and extensive,
particularly in the realm of Sri Lankan archaeology. Through
rigorous research, academic collaborations, scholarly publications,
training programmes, and advancements in settlement
archaeology, Dr Mogren has significantly influenced the discipline.
His engagement in Sri Lanka, spanning from 1988 to 1995, was
primarily concentrated on the Settlement Archaeology of the
Sigiriya-Dambulla Region. This project, undertaken in collaboration
with the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology (PGIAR) in Sri Lanka
under the visionary leadership of the late Professor (Emeritus)
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Senake Dias Bandaranayake, played a pivotal role in establishing
Settlement Archaeology as a recognized sub-discipline in Sri Lanka
(Mogren, 1994; Mogren, 1995).

In recognition of Dr Mogren’s invaluable contributions to Sri
Lankan archaeology, the Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists (SLCA),
the island’s sole professional body for archaeology established
through a parliamentary Act (Incorporated Act 1992), has
deliberated extensively and resolved to confer upon him honorary
membership. Consequently, | seek the permission of this
distinguished assembly to formally present his citation. However, |
must acknowledge that this is neither an exhaustive citation nor a
comprehensive biography of Dr Mogren. His contributions are well
known within Sri Lankan archaeological circles, particularly among
senior scholars, thus requiring no extensive introduction. As such,
this citation serves as formal recognition, and | extend my
apologies to Dr Mogren for not providing a more detailed account
of his extensive career and achievements.

Academic and Professional Background

Dr Mogren began his academic journey at the College (Classics), Karlstad
(1971-1974), before obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in Archaeology,
Ethnology, Cultural Anthropology, and Art History from Uppsala
University in 1980. He further pursued an Master of Arts in Mediaeval
Archaeology at Lund University in 1984 and completed his PhD. in
Mediaeval Archaeology at the same institution in 2000, with a
dissertation titled Faxeholm i maktens landskap. En historisk arkeologi
(Faxeholm in the Landscape of Power: A Historical Archaeology).



Dr Mogren’s professional career began at the National Heritage Board,
Sweden, where he served as a field archaeologist, project director, and
publisher (1977-2011). He also held academic positions at Lund
University, including Deputy Lecturer in Mediaeval Archaeology (1996—
1997) and Postdoctoral Lecturer in Historical Archaeology (2005-2011).
His career culminated as an Archaeological Heritage Advisor (2012-
2020) at the County (Provincial) Administration, Skane, Sweden.

Contributions to Sri Lankan Archaeology

However, it is Dr Mogren’s contributions to Sri Lankan archaeology that
concern the Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists today. Between 1988
and 1995, he played a crucial role in the Settlement Archaeology of the
Sigiriya-Dambulla Region, a collaborative research initiative with the
Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology (PGIAR) under the leadership of
Professor Senake Dias Bandaranayake. This project was instrumental in
establishing settlement archaeology as a distinct sub-discipline in Sri
Lanka. Research carried out under this project in the region provided
critical insights into settlement patterns, land use, and subsistence
strategies from the Mesolithic period to historical times, emphasizing
the intricate interplay between environmental factors such as water
management and agriculture, and the socio-political structures of
ancient Sri Lankan societies.

Training a Generation of Archaeologists

Some of the key achievements of the aforesaid Settlement Archaeology

of the Sigiriya-Dambulla Region project, of which Dr Mogren was the

main coordinator and consultant, are summarised in the Swedish journal

Current Swedish Archaeology (Vol. 7, 1999), in an article entitled "Seven

Years in Sihagiri Bim”. In the author’s own words, the most important

achievement was the training of about 100 Sri Lankan archaeologists and
3



students in the field methods in settlement archaeology, which was also
the main objective of the project itself. ‘The project was considered
educational first and research-orientated second. Nothing similar had
been attempted on that scale before’. This initiative played a crucial role
in training, mentoring, and inspiring a new generation of Sri Lankan
archaeologists, many of whom have since become leading figures in the
discipline.

Notable scholars who were either involved in various capacities or
trained in this project include senior professors Anura Mantunga, Raj
Somadeva, Prishanta Gunawardhana, Gamini Adikari, and Malinga
Amarasinghe, Professors D.K. Jayarathne, and Yamuna Herath, and Drs
Senerath Dissanayake, Arjuna Thantilage, T.R. Premathilake, Priyantha
Karunarathne, Rose Solangaarachchi and Mrs Chithra
Dambadeniarchchi and Mandalika Manjusri. 1, Dr Wijerathne
Bohingamuwa, also take pride in having been a pre-university trainee of
this project.

Establishing ‘Podiminissunge Puravidyawa” (Archaeology of the
common man):

Another achievement of the project was to establish what is known as
“Podi Minissunge Puravidyawa” (archaeology of the common man). It
was also one of the project objectives, as the archaeology on the island
until then had largely been ‘monument orientated’. This initiative,
inspired by Professor Bandaranayake, shifted the focus of Sri Lankan
archaeology from monument-oriented studies to understanding rural
societies and the lives of common people.



Many ‘Firsts’ in Sri Lankan Archaeology:

The Settlement Archaeology Project of the Sigiriya-Dambulla Region was
a multi-faceted initiative focused on studying the lives of common
people, including past procurement and production processes like
irrigation and iron production. It introduced several “firsts’ in Sri Lankan
archaeology: For example, prehistoric archaeology moved from the
central highlands to the dry zone lowlands with Gamini Adikari and
colleagues’ excavation of the first Mesolithic dry zone sites in the
lowlands. Similarly, first excavations of rural settlements were
undertaken at Ibbankatuva-Polwatte. Then the introduction of
ethnoarchaeology to settlement studies to highlight the importance of
ecological aspects. The establishment of a laboratory for palaeoecology
at PGIAR was one of the outcomes of this project. This led to the
pioneering work of T.R. Premathilake and Arjuna Thanthilage. Eva
Myrdal’s irrigation work was also part of this ecological approach of the
project that combined empirical data with those of the texts. The
coordinated excavations and explorations of the Eastern Precinct and
the Ramakale complex led by Priyantha Karunaratne and Raj Somadeva,
respectively, offering a nuanced understanding of the region’s historical
development. However, this project was not only a training curve for the
locals alone, as Dr Mogren acknowledged how his career was shaped by
the insights and experience, he gained working with Sri Lankan
colleagues, particularly with Prof. Bandaranayake.

Introduction of Scandinavian Perspectives:

Dr Mogren played a pivotal role in introducing Scandinavian

archaeological perspectives and methodologies to Sri Lanka, particularly

in the areas of landscape archaeology, settlement analysis, and

environmental archaeology. His comparative studies between

Scandinavian and South Asian settlement patterns provided a broader
5



context for understanding Sri Lanka’s unique archaeological landscapes.
This approach led to the broadening the theoretical and methodological
scope of Sri Lankan archaeology beyond its traditional Anglo-European
influences. This appears to have been one of the objectives of Prof.
Bandaranayake when he invited the Swedish archaeologists to the
island.

Research Publications:

The findings of this research project have been extensively published.
Notably, junior colleagues involved in the project were encouraged to
disseminate their own findings, with some subsequently completing
their doctoral degrees based on the project's results. Two significant
publications from this research include edited volumes entitled:
e Bandaranayake, S. et al, (eds) 1994. The Settlement
Archaeology of the Sigiriya- Dambulla Region. Colombo: PGAIR.
e Bandaranayake, S. et al., (eds) 1995. Further Studies in the
Settlement Archaeology of the Sigiriya-Dambulla Region. S.
Bandaranayake et al (eds). Colombo: PGIAR.

Other publications include;

e Mogren, M. (1999). Seven Years in Sihagiri Bim: An Account
of a Sri Lankan-Swedish Collaboration in Settlement
Archaeology in Sigiriya 1988-1995. Current Swedish
Archaeology, 7.

e Mogren, M. (1990a). Towards the Development of World
Archaeologies: The Mutual Benefit from Collaboration
Programmes. Ancient Ceylon, 9, 125-130.

e Mogren, M. (1990b). Swidden Cultivation: A Safety-Valve in
a Feudal Society? Ancient Ceylon, 9, 131-138.
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Theoretical and methodological frameworks introduced by Dr Mogren
continue to influence studies on land use, socio-economic
transformations, and environmental archaeology in Sri Lanka.

Recognition and conferring Honorary Membership

In recognition of his profound contributions to Sri Lankan archaeology—
ranging from pioneering research and academic collaboration to
mentorship and the introduction of innovative methodologies—the Sri
Lanka Council of Archaeologists proudly confers upon Dr Mats Gunnar
Mogren an honorary membership.

Prepared by Dr Wijerathne Bohingamuwa
President, Sri Lanka Council of Archaeologists

28" March 2025
At the Auditorium of the National Museum,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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